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WHO IS JESUS?
(AND HOW DOES THIS AFFECT MY PRAYING?)

Jesus. What a name! There is no other name
like it. There is no one else like Him. Nothing in
this world can compare to Him. When you
speak the name “Jesus,” it has power. The very
mention of His name causes you to pause and
to reflect. There is no other name like His in all
of time and eternity. As the hymn-writer
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There is a name | love to hear,
I love to sing its worth;

It sounds as music in my ear,
The sweetest name on earth

The Word of God declares this,
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is above every
name” (Philippians 2:9). Jesus Christ is the
most unique and crucial person who has ever
lived. His name reveals this.

The name of Jesus represents who He is.
His name reveals who He is. For the believer,
He is the Author and Finisher of our faith,
“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God”

(Hebrews 12:2). This mighty Jesus is our
Savior — the One who saves us and sustains us.
He is the reason for our salvation. He is the
One who has brought us into this glorious
salvation. He is the One who will lead us
through our lives until we enter heaven for the
consummation of our salvation.

Jesus Christ is the heart of Christianity.

“’Through Christ, there is forgiveness with God.

There is acceptance with God. There is hope of
heaven. There is no true peace and comfort in
this life apart from Him. Because of Him, there
is the reality of genuine change in your life.
Without Him, we have no way of experiencing
these things. He is central to our salvation, our
new life, “l am the way, the truth, and the life; no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6).

Since Jesus is unique and central to your
salvation, how should He affect your prayer life?
How should your relationship to Jesus Christ.
affect the way that you pray? In this issue of
The Prayer Closet, we will examine how Jesus
affects our praying. We will look at how our
knowledge and experience of Him can shape
and sharpen our prayer lives.
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Jesus — The Son Of God

The central issue of Christianity is not the

teachings of a man called Jesus but the person
of Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus is more than a
good example, a teacher of morality, or a
religious prophet. He is the very Son of God.
Jesus Christ claimed to be the Son of God and

that claim was central to everything that He

taught, “And Simon Peter answered and said,
‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’

And Jesus answered and said unto him,

‘Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jo-na; for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My

Father which is in heaven’” (Matthew 16:16-17).

When asked .if He was the Son of God,

He did not deny it but affirmed it, “But he held -

his peace, and answered nothing. Again the
high priest asked Him, and said unto Him, ‘Art
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And
Jesus said, ‘| am’” (Mark 14:61-62). Jesus
clamed to with clear and unmistakable
confessions that He is the Son of God.

Because Jesus is the Son of God, it
shows us' that He is God in human flesh. In

‘biblical times, the firstborn son was equal to the _ the virgin birth-

father. As the Son of God, Jesus is equal to the

Father — He is God in human flesh, “I and my
‘Father are one” (John 10:30). - John confirms
this truth in John 10:33, “The Jews answered
him, saying, ‘For a good work we stone thee not;

but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being
-a man, makest thyself God.” Jesus is God in
human flesh — equal to the Father in power and

glory!
How should the fact that Jesus is the Son
of God affect your praying?

a - Fill your prayers with praise for Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ is God! He is worthy of all our
~praise. He is fully God. Because of this, we
must adore Him and sing His praise.
o Saturate your prayers with the words- of
Christ. When Christ speaks, it is the words
of the eternal God. He backs up His words

with all the power and authority of God.

Plead His promises. Pray for the grace and
power to fulfill His commands. Cry out to
Him concerning His warnings. . Fill your
praying with the words of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, God in human flesh.
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a Pray with boldness. When you pray to the
Father, you approach Him in the name of
Jesus. This should give you confidence and
faith to pray boldly. You come to the Fathef
through Jesus His Son (John 14:12-14).
God hears you because of His Son. Put
away vyour doubt and feelings of
worthlessness. Boldly approach your Father
for you come in the name of His only Son,
Jesus Christ. He accepts and loves you
because of His Son. Pray accordingly!

Jesus - The Son Of Man

The title “Son Of Man” teaches us that
Jesus Christ is fully human. He is both fully God
and fully man. He is not 50% God and 50%
man. He is 100% God and 100% man. He is
one person with two distinct natures — divine and
human. When Jesus refers to Himself as the
Son Of Man, He points to the fact that He is fully
man. Jesus Christ is a true man - taking on
Himself flesh and blood and living in the world
as a man.

Jesus Christ entered this worid through »

in the womb of the virgin Mary by His aimight v
power, “And the angel answered and said unto

her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be cailed the Son of God” (Luke

Jesus Christ entered this world as a man.

- He walked and lived among men as a man, “And

the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14). He grew hungry. He thirsted. He
experienced weariness. He wept. He prayed.
He suffered. He faced temptation. He died.
Jesus experience life like you do — as a true
man in a fallen world.
How should thls affect your prayrng’P

Q. Jesus humamty shows you that you have a
sympathetic ear in heaven. When you call
on Jesus, He understands your experienm
He lived as a man in this fallen world.
walked through the same kinds of
experiences that you do. He experienced life



as a man and can sympathize with you.

Cast your burdens on Him. He knows. He

m has been here. He has faced life in a sinful
world. He loves you and wants you to share
all your heart with Him.

o Plead that your life will be conformed to His.
As a man, Jesus provides the example for
what the Father wants for you. The Father
desires to make you life His Son. Our
praying should reflect this. We must plead
that God will shape and mold us, pruning and
changing us that we might become like Him.
Plead that you will have Jesus’ heart, eyes,
mind, passion, and faithfulness. Cry out to
God to conform you to His image.

Jesus — The Savior

God has sent Jesus as the Savior of
sinners. He has anointed and appointed Jesus
as the only way of salvation, “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved” (Acts 4 12) '

a FI” your prayers w:th praise to God for your

salvation. Don’'t take your salvation for
granted. Don’t allow yourself to become
complacent for the salvation you have
received through Jesus Christ. Adore Jesus
your Savior. Sing His praises. Exalt His
name. He is the Savior that has delivered
you from your sin and eternal hell.

a Make praying for the lost a priority in your
praying. Jesus is the Savior. This is why He
entered the world (Luke 19:10). It was His
priority. It must be ours also. Ask Jesus the

~ Savior how to pray the lost to Him. Plead
with Him to teach you how to intercede for
those who need Him. You are never closer
to the heart of Jesus than when you pray for
those who need Him.

Jesus — The Prophet

The Bible reveals that Jesus Christ is our
mProphet In the Old Testament, God promised
to send His Son who will serve as our prophet,
“For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet
shall the LORD your God raise up unto you of
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your brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear in
all things whatsoever he shall say unto you”
(Acts 3:22). The prophet declared the will of
God to the people. He taught the truth of God to
the people. As our prophet, Jesus came to
reveal God and His will to us. He is our divine
Teacher.

a Plead with Christ to teach you. Since Christ
is your prophet, call on Him to show you the
truth that you need. Ask Him to reveal the
Father's will to you. Pray that He will guide
you into all truth.

a Depend on the Holy Spirit. Christ our
Prophet teaches us by the Holy Spirit,
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth” (John
16:13). Confess your need of the Holy Spirit.
Acknowledge that you cannot understand
anything apart from Christ revealing it to you
by His Spirit.

Jesus Christ — The Priest

The Word of God reveals that Jesus

- Chyist-is--the- priest of His people, “And every

priest standeth daily ministering and offering
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins: But this man (Jesus), after he
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God” (Hebrews
10:11-12). As your priest, Jesus has made the
perfect sacrifice for your sins. You are accepted
solely through the merits of Christ on the Cross
of Calvary. Yet, He also intercedes for you,
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing
that he ever liveth to make intercession for
them” (Hebrews 7:25). Jesus, your Priest, has
offered the once-for-all perfect sacrifice for you
and prays continually for you.

o Remember that you always have someone
who prays for you. You may wonder
sometimes if anyone prays for you. The
Bible reveals that Jesus does. He loves you
and intercedes for you. Jesus pleads for you
even now at the right hand of the Father.
Jesus stands in the gap for you. He lives to
make intercession for you.

a Plead with Jesus to help you in praying for
others. Jesus is the Master intercessor. He



knows how to intercede. Ask Him to teach
you how to pray faithfully and powerfully for
others.

a Rest in the work of your Priest. Jesus has
reconciled you to God through His work on
the Cross. Through Him, you are accepted

and forgiven by God. Rejoice in this. Let -

this stir and motivate you to pray boldly.
Because Jesus is your priest, “draw near (to
God) with a true heart in full assurance of
faith” (Hebrews 10:22).

Jesus - The King

Jesus Christ is the King of His people.
God promised that Jesus would fulfill the role as
King in our lives, “Behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that | will raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice
in the earth” (Jeremiah 23:5). Jesus Himself
declares that He is our king, “Pilate therefore
said unto him, Art thou a king? Jesus answered,
Thou sayest that | am king. To this end was |

born, and for this cause came | into the world,

that | should bear witness unto the truth” (John
18:37). .

As our King, Jesus brings us under His
reign. He sends His Word and Spirit forth to
draw us to Him in faith and repentance. He
rules over our lives in wisdom and power. He
protects and delivers us from all our adversaries.
He is the perfect King that directs our lives.

a Bring all your fears and enemies to Jesus.
He is the powerful King that is able to defend
and protect you. He is your loving King. He
will come against anything that brings fear
into you life. Your King will protect and
preserve you, “And the Lord shall deliver me
from every evil work, and will preserve me
unto his heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory
for ever and ever. Amen” (2 Timothy 4:8).

a Cry out to Him in your temptations. Jesus
will fight for you and help you in the midst of
your battles. He is a mighty-Warrior and will
join in your battles as you call on Him. Your
King will not forsake you in the midst of the
battles of your life.
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a Confess your trust in Him when you face

adversity. Jesus reigns in your life. He
directs your life. He guides you along th

path that the Father has for you. When you

have adversity, call on your King for support

and help. When you don’t understand the
way, pray to your King who knows the way.

Jesus — The Returning Lord

The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ will
return to this earth. He will come back as the
victorious Lord. He will return with all the glory
and power of heaven, “For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians
3:20). One day our faith will turn to sight; we
shall see Him, “Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see Him as He is”
(1 John 3:22). What a glorious day! What a
blessed truth! Jesus Christ is coming. He will
return as Lord of lords and King of kings.
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a Our continual prayer should be, “Come, Lord
Jesus, come.” The heart cry of every
believer should be for Christ's coming. The
return of Jesus is the great hope of every
believer. As Philippians 3:20 says, we are
to “look” for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Christian is to live in the
anticipation of Christ’s return.

a Plead with Christ to help you prepare for His
retum. Jesus Christ will return. This is an
absolute certainty. It will happen. Our
fervent prayer must be that He will help us to
prepare for it. We must call on Him to enable
us to get ready for that glorious return.

a Call on Christ to help you to be faithful until
His retum. For Christians, we have one eye
fixed on heaven and one on the earth. We
are to look for Christ to return. Yet, we must
remain faithful to Christ until then. Plead for
the grace and power to finish the race that
God has for you.

a Pray that worldliness will not characten'zQ
your life. Worldliness is the great enemy o
being prepared for Christ's return. Being
caught up in the pressures, problems,




pleasures of this world can cause you to lose
focus on the fact that Christ will return. Ask
God to deal with anything in your life that
keeps you from anticipating and looking for
His return.

Jesus — The Shepherd

Jesus Christ is our Shepherd, “I am the
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his
life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Christ refers to
Himself as the “good” Shepherd. He is the
ultimate Shepherd. None can compare to Him.
None can match Him in this matter. He is your
unique, one of a kind, matchless Shepherd.

a Bring your needs to Jesus. The Bible tells us
that we will not lack because Jesus is our
Shepherd (Psalm 23:1). He will provide for
us. He will meet our needs. When you have
needs, bring them to Jesus; commit them
into His hands. We must avoid a spirit of
self-sufficiency. He is our loving Shepherd

day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).

a Plead with Christ to deal with the sin and
waywardness in your life.
carried a rod and a staff. He used the staff to
draw straying sheep back to the fold. He
used the rod to deal with continued
disobedience to him. Our Shepherd has a
rod and a staff (Psalm 23:4). He can deal
with our proneness to stray from Him. He
can conquer the sin that wants to conquer
us. Call on Him to help you grow in holiness.
Plead with Him to create godly character into
your life.

a Call on Christ to guide you in the path of
righteousness. As our Shepherd, Christ will
lead you in “the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3). In this world
of evil and temptation, your Shepherd can
lead you through until you “dwell in the house
of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6). Jesus
can help you live and walk through this world

ﬂ of wickedness. He can empower you to be

faithful to God and His Word until you enter
into heaven. Pray for His guidance. Plead
with Him to make the way straight and clear

and will meet our needs. We must develop a
y eds; this - -aAsk Him to search you-for:those things in

A shepherd
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for you. Ask that you will not be
contaminated by the evil of this sinful world.

Jesus — The Light Of The World

Jesus declares that He is the Light of the
world, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, | am
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life” (John 8:12). Light is pure; there is no
imperfection in it. Light is the exact opposite of
darkness. Jesus is pure; He is sinless. There is
no taint or stain of imperfection or weakness in
him.

a Worship Jesus for His holiness. Christ never
sinned. He always practiced what pleased
the Father. He did this as a true man in a
fallen world. What a mighty Savior and
Example!

Q Pray His power to make you holy. Christ is
holy; He saved you to make you holy (1
Peter 1:15-16). Call on Him to transform
your entire being.

your life that are displeasing to the Father.
Jesus can illuminate you concerning your
sins. Plead for Him to throw His searchlight
into your life that you might deal with
anything that would hinder your relationship
to God and your usefulness before Him.

Jesus - The Prince Of Peace

Isaiah reveals that Jesus Christ will be
the Prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6). This means
that He is the source and sustainer of genuine
peace. Through Him, a person can know and
experience peace that nothing or no one else
can offer. Without Christ, a person is devoid of
the peace that cannot be shaken by anything or
anyone.

o When you need peace, run to the Prince of
peace. Any time that you feel worry, fear, or
frustration gaining ground in your life, cry out
to the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ. He can
grant you peace. He can sustain that peace
even in the worst of adversity.

o Pray that your community/city/area will
experience. peace. Plead that people




throughout your area will come to Christ and
experience His peace. Pray that peace will
characterize your area; ask for the removal
of anything that would destroy peace.

Jesus — The Head Of The Church

God the Father has made Jesus Christ
the Head of the church, “And hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over
all things to the church” (Ephesians 1:22). The
life and power of the church is Jesus Christ.

a Plead that your church will submit to the
Headship of Christ. Ask that the leaders and
members will look to Christ for His will and
leadership.

a Ask Christ to grow and strengthen your
church. Christ is the source of the church’s
growth and strength. Pray that He will grant
these things to your church.

a Call on Christ to protect your church. The
protection of the church rests on Christ. He

church is under attack from without or from
within, seek the Defender of your church,
Jesus Christ the Head of the church.

Jesus — The Vine

Jesus reveals that He is our Vine, “I am
the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in
me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing” (John
- 15:5). Jesus is the Source of our spiritual life
and fruitfulness. It is only through His power
that we have life and can bear fruit. Apart from
Him, we have no spiritual life or fruit.

o Pray daily to abide in Him. Ask Christ to
help you abide in Him — walk with Him, cling
to Him, and rest in Him. Christ reveals
that this is the key to spiritual fruitfulness.

o Plead that He will produce much spiritual
fruit in your life. You were saved to bear
fruit — to make a difference. Call on Christ
to manifest and cultivate this fruit in your
life.

o Ask the Father to remove anything from
your life that will hinder your spiritual
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fruitfulness for Jesus.  The Father i
gardener or husbandman (John 15:1). H
prunes you — removing those things that will
hinder your growth in Christ.

Praying The Name Of Jesus

In the Word of God, God calls believers to
respond in various ways to the name of Jesus.
Believers have certain actions that they carry out
in the name of Jesus. Because of Jesus,
believers can do these things. These actions
provide you with powerful prayer pointers. They
can help you pray for your relationship to Jesus
and for your impact for Jesus Christ in the world.

Believe His name (1 John 3:23)

Lord Jesus, | believe in You. | confess that You
are the Son of God, God in human flesh.
Empower me to continue to cling to You.
Strengthen and deepen my faith in You. Deliver
me from being led astray by any false teaching
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Assemble in His name (Matthew 18:20)

Lord Jesus, | ask for Your blessing on my
church. | plead that we would assemble in Your
name — for Your glory and for growing in You.
Deliver us from a vain worship that focuses on
anything else than You and Your will. | plead
that my church will have a Christ-centered focus
in our worship and labors. Amen.

Give thanks in His name (Ephesians 5:20)

Lord Jesus, You have saved me and secured
me. You have given me a new life. Now | know
all things work together for my good. You've
changed my whole perspective on life. Because
of my changed life, enable me to give thanks
continually in Your name.

Glorify His name (2 Thessalonians 2:12)

Lord Jesus, | pray that | would glorify You in all
things. | ask that everything in my life — my
thoughts, my words, my actions, everythlng —
will glorify Your name. | want my life to refle
how amazing and powerful that You are.

Make requests in His name (John 16:23-24, 26)



Lord Jesus, because of Your death and
resurrection, | now have the privilege of prayer.
Teach me how to pray to the Father through
QOur name. Enable me to pray about my
~ toncerns and desires in light of You and what
will honor You and make Your name known to
others.

Speak in His name (Acts 9:27-28)

Lord Jesus, fill me with Your-Word and Spirit.
Empower me to speak boldly in Your name.
Teach me how to communicate the gospel with
others. Grant me opportunities to share Your
gospel with those who are lost. Deliver me from
shrinking back when | have opportunities to
speak for You. Make me into a bold witness for
You.

Suffer for His name (Acts 5:41)

- Lord Jesus, thank You for suffering for me. |
bless You for bleeding and dying on the Cross
for me. Give me the strength and courage that |
need to live for You. Set me free from avoiding
the shame and suffering that comes from
standing for You.

Throughout this newsletter, we have
focused on Jesus Christ and the affect that
knowing Him should have on our lives,
particularly our prayer lives. This has not been
an exhaustive study; there is much more that
one could write about who Jesus is and the
impact that He can have in peoples’ lives. Yet,
it has been sufficient to show that Jesus does
make a difference — now and for eternity - in the
lives of people.

As I've put this newsletter together and
prayed for you who receive it, one question
burns in my heart, “Do you know Jesus?” Have
you personally trusted in Christ as your Savior
and surrendered to Him as your Lord and King?

Jesus Christ has come to saved sinners,
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
John 3:16). It's not enough to believe that
 Jesus existed. It's not enough to assent to the
fact that Jesus Christ is a great man, a religious
leader, or a faithful teacher of morality. You
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must personally confess that He is the Son of
God and trust solely in Him.

The Bible says that you must “believe” in
Christ. This word means more than just an
intellectual assent or an emotional response. - It
means to commit yourself to Jesus because of
who He is. It means that you turn from your sin
and your hope of saving yourself to trust solely
in Christ the Savior. It means placing all your
hope and trust solely in Christ for your
acceptance and forgiveness with God.

Have you done this? If you have, |
rejoice with you. If you haven't, | plead with you
to consider who Jesus is and to give yourself to
Him. | ask you to turn from yourself, your sin,
and your self-righteousness to trust in and
embrace Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.
Jesus Christ is your only hope for forgiveness
with God and eternal life. Won't you right now
cry out to God and yield yourself to Christ?

God, | confess that | have sinned against You. |
know that | am a sinner and am lost. | can'’t
save myself. | can’t make myself right with You
by anything that | have or that | do. Yet, | trust in

_Jesus right now. | confess that He is Your Son

and the Savior. | place all my trust in Him. |
surrender to Him as my Lord and King. Save
me, God; change me. Grant me new life
through Your Son. | will love You and serve You
all the days of my life. Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer, please contact us
at The Prayer Closet. We'd like to encourage
you and help you in your new life with Christ.

New Messages At Kingdom Praying!!!

We have placed two of Dr. Meador's newest
messages on the Kingdom Praying web site.
The messages are “Why Should | Believe In The
Resurrection?” and “Why Should | Believe Jesus
Is The Son Of God?” Both messages have
downloadable study guides to help you
understand and apply the messages. Check it
out today at www.kingdompraying.com.




Anchored In Christ

Are you anchored in Christ? Do you experience
genuine assurance of salvation? In his latest
study, Dr Meador presents the biblical teaching
concerning the assurance of salvation. He will
help you to understand what assurance is and
isn't. He will also provide you with insight on
how to pursue and maintain the assurance of
salvation. This study comes with two tapes or
two CDs and a devotional to help you apply the
truth to your life. Please specify tapes or CDs.
Tape Set - $6.00

CD Set - $6.00

Devotional - $5.00 ‘
Order yours today and experience afresh what it
means to be anchored in Christ!

Volunteers Needed

One of my burdens for this ministry is the need
for the translation of our materials into Spanisn:
We continually receive requests for materials -
Spanish. Because of this, we need a volunteer
or volunteers that can translate our materials,
particularly our prayerwalking materials, into
Spanish. Please pray that God will raise up
people who can do this. Perhaps you're the
person God has for this. If you know Spanish
and have computer skills, we would invite you to
join us in touching countless lives. If you would
like to translate materials for us, please contact
us at The Prayer Closet.

The Prayer Closet Ministries, Inc.
Dr. Kevin Meador '
P.O. Box 278

Hickory, MS 39332
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