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GIVING THANKS TO GOD

In Psalm 30:12, the psalmist cries out, “O
LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.”
David openly declares His commitment to give
thanks to the Lord forever. God’s goodness and
faithfulness moved him to make this commitment.
God desires this same type of commitment from
every believer. God wants you to make a
commitment to thank Him. He is not looking for an
occasional giving of thanks during a sentimental
moment. He wants more than an outburst of thanks
when you are feeling profoundly grateful. He longs
for a lifestyle of gratitude that leads you to thank
Him on a continual basis. For this reason, giving
thanks should be an essential part of your prayer
life. It needs to become an integral part of your
daily life. This should motivate you to make a
commitment to give thanks continually to God. In
order to help you make this commitment, this article
will cover the basics of giving thanks to God.

What Does It Mean To Give
Thanks To God?

Giving thanks to God consists of three basic
parts. It begins with a heartfelt attitude of gratitude.
This is the foundation of giving thanks. It is a
feeling of thankfulness for the provision of
particular needs especially when they are urgent

m needs. At the same time, the continual flow of

God’s blessings into your life amazes you. The
abundance of God’s blessings in your life staggers
you. Thankfulness wells up inside of your heart
because of how much God has provided and how
abundant this provision has been. You have been
sustained and provided for through the
circumstances of life.  Gratitude for this runs
through your heart and soul.

Giving thanks to God also includes an
acknowledgment of God’s goodness and
faithfulness. You come to realize that these
blessings and the provision for the needs in your life
are due to God. It is God who blesses and provides
in your life. When you trace back to the source of
these blessings and provisions, you discover that it
flows out of the goodness and faithfulness of God.
It is not because of your merit or worthiness. It
depends on God’s gracious character.

A danger that any Christian can be trapped
into is focusing more on the gifts than on the Giver.
It is easy to focus more on God’s blessings than on
God Himself. Giving thanks to God does mean
acknowledging the specific blessings that God
provides (Psalm 103:1-2). It is important to do
this. Yet, you must always trace these blessings
back to the God who is good and faithful to provide
them. In giving thanks, it is crucial to acknowledge
that God is the One who is blessing and it is due to
His nature that you are blessed (James 1:17).
Giving thanks not only focuses on the gifts, but also
and primarily, on the One who gives these gifts.
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A third and final part of giving thanks is the
outward expression of thankfulness. There is a
difference between feeling grateful and giving
thanks. One can feel grateful and never give thanks
to God. Feeling grateful is an inward feeling. Yet,
this is only a part of giving thanks to God. This
inward feeling must find expression in thanks to
God. Feeling grateful needs to give way to an
expression of thanks to God.

The Lord Jesus Christ expresses His
displeasure over feeling grateful yet never giving
thanks (Luke 17:10-11). He desires that you
express this gratitude by giving thanks in some
concrete way.  Giving thanks calls for the
expression of gratitude to God for His blessing and
provision. Giving thanks moves you to act. Giving
thanks moves you to express your gratitude to God
whether through prayer or song.

Giving thanks to God begins with the
feeling of gratitude for the blessings and provisions
that one receives. It also requires an
acknowledgment that it is God who has blessed and
provided. It is realizing that God’s character is the
reason that one has these blessings. Following this,
there is the concrete expression of that gratefulness
to God. Giving thanks is an action that the child of
God takes to show his or her gratitude to God for
His blessing and provision.

It is important to understand that giving
thanks to God is not an occasional activity for the
Christian. It is not something that should only be
done at Thanksgiving or in moments when you are
feeling profoundly grateful. This is something that
God wants to be a part of your daily lifestyle. The
Word of God makes this clear in Ephesians 5:20.
This same thought is expressed in 1 Thessalonians
5:18 and Hebrews 13:15. Notice the theme of the
continual giving of thanks that runs through all
three verses, “always . . . in everything . . .
continually.” God desires a continuous flow of
thanksgiving from His children. He wants to
produce in you the spiritual ability for giving thanks
at all times, in all situations, and for all things. It
must be your commitment to yield yourself to Him
and to pursue this lifestyle.
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Why Should You Give Thanks?Q

The Bible reveals many reasons for
developing a lifestyle of giving thanks to God. The
most basic reason to do this is because it is God's
demand for your life (1 Thessalonians 5:18). The
Bible declares that this is God’s will for you as a
believer. This is what God longs for from you. He
wants you to develop the ability to give thanks to
Him continually through all the circumstances of
life. He has saved you so that you can give thanks
to Him continually. This is why you were called
into the body of Christ (Colossians 3:15).

Next, you should give thanks to God because
it glorifies God. By giving thanks to God, you are
declaring the greatness of His love, His faithfulness,
and His goodness. You exalt these qualities of God
by thanking Him. The blessings and the provision
that you have in your life are due to these
characteristics of God. It shows Him to be a loving,

faithful, and good Father. He is worthy of this glory
_ and exaltation. :
“Another reason that you should give thanl‘u

is because this is the only right way to approach
God. The Bible declares in Psalm 100:4, “Enter
into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise.” David is announcing that when
he entered the Temple, he would do so with
thanksgiving. God had placed His presence at the
Temple. David is actually saying that he would
enter into God’s presence with thanksgiving. This
is the way that you must approach God. God is
constantly blessing you with good and perfect gifts
(James 1:17). He is daily loading you with His
benefits (Psalm 103:2). The only right and proper
way to come into His presence is with overflowing
thanksgiving.  David also “blesses” the Lord
(Psalm 104:1). The word “bless” means to adore
God for His goodness and faithfulness. As you

enter God’s presence, it should be with the giving of

thanks and adoration of God. God is good and
when you approach Him through prayer it needs to

be done with thanksgiving and blessing (Psalms
103, 104, 105).
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A lifestyle of giving thanks is the only right

" response to the grace of God. 1t is only because of

the grace of God that anyone receives anything.
Everything that you have is due to the grace of God.
God’s blessings are poured out on your life moment
by moment. The only proper response to this is a
lifestyle of giving thanks.

The Bible reveals that being ungrateful and
not giving thanks is a characteristic of lost people
(Romans 1:21; 2 Timeothy 3:2). This is what
characterizes the lives of those who have not
surrendered to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Even when God pours out His goodness on the lost,
they are unthankful and ungrateful (Romans 3:2).

- They ignore God’s goodness. The person who has

-

N

surrendered his life to Jesus Christ should be just
the opposite. His or her life should be characterized
by acknowledging God’s goodness and expressing
thanks to Him. An offering of thanks should be
continually on the lips of the believer.

Giving thanks to God strengthens your faith
in God. When you give thanks to God, you are
rehearsing God’s goodness to you and His specific
blessings in your life. You are actually
remembering how God has provided and blessed.
As you look at how God has blessed and provided
in the past, it strengthens your faith for present
provision and for future blessing. This is why there
1s an emphasis on remembering God and what He
has done (Psalm 63:6, 77:10-12, 143:5). When the
people of God needed faith to take the land of
Canaan, Moses called on them to remember
what God had done to Pharaoh and Egypt
(Deuteronomy 7:18). By developing a lifestyle of
giving thanks, it will make you sensitive to how
God has provided and blessed. This will enable you
to remember more easily and with more detail what
God has done for you. As you give thanks to God
and remember His blessings, it strengthens your

faith to face present difficulties and struggles. Your

faith is dependent on your giving thanks for and
remembering God’s blessings. The greater the
depth of your thanksgiving, the stronger your faith
will be.
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A lifestyle of giving thanks can also protect
you from rebelling against the Lord. In
Deuteronomy 8, Moses is warning the people not
to forget the Lord (8:10-17). When the people
entered the land and experienced its abundance,
they could easily forget the Lord. The abundance of
the land and the depth of their blessings could blind
them to God’s goodness and faithfulness. This
could lead them to rebel against the Lord and chase
after other gods. The key in preventing this would
be remembering the Lord. They had to remember
that God blessed them. This would humble the
people and cause them to seek the Lord. How could
the people keep from forgetting the Lord? They
could do this by realizing that it was God who was
blessing them. They had to remember continually
that God was the source of the blessings and
continually thank Him for these blessings.

By living a lifestyle of giving thanks, it
protects you from forgetting God. This guards
against you rebelling against Him. When we forget
God’s power and blessing and give in to a lack of
trust and grumbling, it is often because we are not
thanking Him for His power and blessings. When
we thank God, it is a constant reminder of God’s
power and blessing. This does not allow us to
forget God’s goodness and faithfulness which is in
turn a hedge against rebellion toward God.

Giving thanks is a powerful testimony of
your faith in Jesus Christ. When you give thanks in
all things, it testifies of the power of a relationship
to Jesus Christ. It is easy to give thanks when
things are going well and when there is abundance.
A lost person can feel thankful in this type of
situation. Yet, when life is difficult, it is hard to be
thankful to God. Yet, the person who knows Jesus
Christ can do this. When you give thanks in all
things, it reveals your faith in Christ. It shows the
power of Jesus Christ to sustain and strengthen you.
A lifestyle of giving thanks reveals the genuineness
of your faith in Christ along with the power of Jesus
Christ to sustain His people through the
circumstances of life.



Giving thanks can prepare the way for the

faith of your child (Psalm 145:4). As you thank
God throughout your life, your child is given
constant reminders af God’s power, faithfulness,
and goodness. As you live a lifestyle of giving
thanks before your child, he or she sees what God
can do and how God acts. This lays the foundation
for your child to trust and thank God himself or
herself. When you continually thank God, it is a
powerful testimony to God’s faithfulness and
goodness. And, it shows your child the necessity of
thanking God and remembering Him.

A lifestyle of giving thanks has the potential
to make you into a bold intercessor (John 11:41,
43). As you thank God for answers to prayer, it will
create a boldness to ask with more intensity for
greater blessings. As you thank God for His
faithfulness in answering prayer, it prepares you for
bolder intercession. This is why it is important to
record answers to prayer and then thank Him for
these. Giving thanks for answered prayer reminds
you of God’s power and faithfulness. This in turn
should cause you to be more bold and filled with
faith in your own intercession. Thanksgiving adds
power and boldness to making requests of God
(Philippians 4:6).

How Should You Give Thanks?

As you strive to grow in the ability to give
thanks to God, there are some basics that you need
to keep in mind. First, you must strive to give
thanks continuously. This is the desire of God as
revealed in the Word of God (1 Thessalonians
5:18; Ephesians 5:20). Are we always to be
receiving and never returning thanks? Since
God is continuously blessing you, you must be
striving continuously to thank Him and to bless
Him. You can do this by offering spontaneous
offerings of thanks throughout the day and by
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having a time of thanks during your regular prayeo
times.

Another basic that you need to keep in mind

is to give thanks specifically. When you give

thanks to God you need to labor to be specific. God
provides you with specific blessings. You need to
be detailed when you give thanks to God. This
helps you to remember God’s past blessings. The
more detailed you are, the better your remembrance
of them. This will also help prevent your giving
thanks to God from becoming a boring routine or a
dead ritual. Giving thanks to God can be
monotonous if you simply recall and announce your
blessings in a general or vague way. Your giving of
thanks needs to be a rehearsal of God’s great mercy
and work in your life than simply a roll call of what
God has done. This is the great enemy of a lifestyle
of giving thanks. In order to have a vibrant lifestyle
of giving thanks, you need to be specific.

A final basic that you need to keep in mind
is to give thanks sincerely. When you give thanks
to God, it must be from the heart. Thanksgiving has

_to flow out of a heart filled with gratitude to God fog

what He has done. You need to be careful so thaw
your giving of thanks to God does not become a
dead routine. A person can go through the motions
of giving thanks to God and it be a lifeless, empty
ritual. You need to guard against this type of dead
religious practice. Before and as you give thanks,
focus on God’s power, goodness, and faithfulness.
Meditate on your helplessness and hopelessness
apart from God. As you do this, it will give you a
tool to battle against the allowing the giving of
thanks from becoming a ritual rather than a delight.
Thanksgiving which pleases God and which is
accepted by Him is that which flows from a heart
filled with gratitude to God. It is a sincere
expression of thanks to God who is always good

~ and faithful.




™ How Can You Develop An
Attitude of Gratitude?

Throughout this article, I have emphasized
the necessity of developing a lifestyle of giving
thanks. Your goal should be to thank God on a
continual basis. You should aim at the discipline of
being able to give thanks to God all through the day
and 1in all of the circumstances of life. Yet, this is
not something that is natural to us. This is a goal
that you must pursue. How can you develop this
attitude of gratitude that will express thanks to God
on a continual basis?

The first' step that you must take in
developing an attitude of gratitude is to seek the
filling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). This is
an absolute necessity in developing a lifestyle of
giving thanks. It is the Holy Spirit who creates in
the believer the ability to give thanks in the varied
circumstances of life. The Word of God states in
Ephesians 5:20, “Giving thanks always for all

- \things to God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Two verses earlier, Paul commands
us to yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that He
can control us. As you yield yourself to the Holy
Spirit, He enables you to adopt a radically
transformed attitude toward all things.

It is not our nature to give thanks to God. At
best, we fail to remember God’s goodness and
faithfulness to bless. These things are often taken
for granted by believers. Because of this we fail to
give thanks to God. At worst, many of us tend to
take the credit for the good things that come into
our lives and blame someone else for the bad things.
However, the Holy Spirit changes this. Using the
Word of God, He works to overcome our
short-sighted, distorted viewpoints by teaching us to
see things from God’s perspective. This means
looking beyond the apparent to the real. It means
looking beyond life’s joys, beyond life’s difficulties
and struggles, to see God’s glorious purpose for
both the present and the future.

It is the Holy Spirit who enables you to do

m this. As you yield yourself to Him, He changes
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your perspective on your circumstances. He enables
you to keep God’s perspective in mind through the
circumstances of life. He also enables you to trust
God’s good purpose even when things seem to go
wrong. He creates a spirit of thankfulness in the
believer. You will never give thanks continually
apart from being continually filled with the Holy
Spirit. He is the One who can empower you to
develop a lifestyle of giving thanks. This is why
you must seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit on a
daily basis.

Another step that you can take to develop an
attitude of gratitude is to keep a catalog of God’s
blessings. You can either devote part of your
journal to this or you could start a separate notebook
to keep up with God’s blessings in your life. Now,
you may be thinking, “There is no way I could list
all the blessings that God gives me. There are so
many.” On one hand, this is a very true statement.
God’s blessings flow into our lives moment by
moment. They are innumerable. On the other hand,
this can be a colossal copout. This could be an
excuse for being lazy in giving thanks to God. I
would challenge you to list at least five or ten
blessings that God is giving you on a daily basis.
Take a couple of minutes daily, or however you
want to schedule it, to write down some specific
blessings that God is giving you. You might want
to consider doing this three or five days a week.
Whenever you do this, your list needs to contain
specific blessings that God has given you during the
day or night. This will help you to be specific in
your giving of thanks to God. The reason that you
should consider doing this is because it makes you
sensitive to what God is doing in your life. It
causes you to look and examine how God is
blessing you. Our main problem concerning giving
thanks to God is that we often take His blessings for
granted. By disciplining yourself to keep a record
of God’s blessings, it puts you in a position to
consider what God is doing and to become sensitive
to His blessings. It will be of great help in
developing a spirit of giving thanks to God. Ask
God to open your eyes to His faithfulness and
goodness in your life!



Giving thanks according to certain
categories can help you develop an attitude of
gratitude. When you give thanks to God, you might
want to consider giving thanks according to certain
categories. One way of doing this is listed below:

e Spiritual: For blessings in your relationship to
Him and your labor in His kingdom and the
resulting fruits of this; :

e Physical: For physical healing, strength,
comfort, and rest;

e Relational: The blessings that you receive
through your relationships to others;

e Material: Financial blessings;
o Answered prayer

By doing this, it will enable you to see the variety of
ways that God blesses you. It can also be a tool for
making you more sensitive to God’s blessings and
thereby enabling you to give thanks to God from a
heart overflowing with gratitude.

You might want to consider making a family
catalog of God’s blessings. You could use some
type of journal or you can use a wirebound
notebook. You could talk about this when you have
a family worship time, at meal time, or whenever
you have a significant time with the family. Each
member of the family can share individual
blessings. There can also be a time for sharing
about God’s blessings on the entire family. When
these are expressed, you can record these. The
purpose of this is to make you more sensitive to
God’s work in your family. As you look back on
how God has blessed, it will deepen your love for
God and your desire to praise Him and thank
Him. It will also provide you with an opportunity
to teach your children about giving thanks to God.

Another step in developing a lifestyle of
giving thanks is to be more spontaneous with your
giving of thanks to God. 1t is true that you need to
give thanks to God during your quiet times with
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God. Yet, there definitely should be a place fo@
spontaneous thanks to God in your daily routine®
As God blesses you, no matter how “large” or
“small” the blessing is, pause to give thanks to God.
As you do this, it will increase your sensitivity to
God’s work in your life, help you develop the
discipline of giving thanks to God, and prepare you
to receive even more from God.

A crucial key in developing a lifestyle of
giving thanks is to make a commitment to God to do
this. God desires that you offer continual thanks to
Him. This requires a daily lifestyle of giving
thanks. In order to strive for this lifestyle, you must
make a commitment to God to pursue this. It is not
going to happen automatically.  This is not
something that just happens. You need to be
committed to pursuing this with your whole heart.
Will you make this your commitment? Will you
re-commit yourself to this? You can say or write
your own prayer concerning this. Or you might
want to consider using the following prayer. Right
now, will you enter the presence of God and plead
for Him to create within you a spirit o
thanksgiving? That is my prayer for you. o

Heavenly Father, You are good and faithful. You
continually grant me good and perfect gifts. You
daily load me down with Your benefits. I want to
develop a lifestyle of giving thanks to You. Forgive
me for taking for granted your blessings and your
goodness. Make me ever sensitive to how you are
working in my life and the blessings that you grant
to me. O God, give me a heart to thank you! O
God, create within me a spirit of thanksgiving! I
commit to do Your will in this matter. Control me
by the Holy Spirit who lives inside of me. Grant me
the power to live a life of continual thanksgiving.
You are worthy and deserving of this! Amen.




™

The Promises of God and
Prayer

One of the most powerful tools available to
you in prayer is the promises of God. God has
given you as a believer many precious and powerful
promises. He has given you these promises to
enable you to trust Him and to use them in praying
for yourself and for others.

There are three steps that you need to take
when dealing with the promises of God. These
steps are the “ABC” method of using the promises
of God. The steps are:

e Acknowledge: In this step, you learn what the
promises of God are. You cannot use the
promises of God if you do not know what His
promises are;

e Believe: Once you know the promises, you
must believe them.  You must trust that the
promise is the very Word of God. You must
believe that the promise is true and legitimate
because it is the Word of God;

e Claim: Once you know the promises and
believe them, you must claim them for yourself
by faith. You yourself must believe that the
promises apply to you and that God will do this
for you. If you are using the promises of God in
your intercession, you must believe that this
applies to the person that you are praying for
and that God will do this for that person.

You can acknowledge, believe, and claim
the promises of God because they are based on His
character. God is faithful (Psalm 36:5, 105:8,
146:6; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:24).
God cannot lie. He will always tell the truth. What
He has promised is true and legitimate (Numbers
23:19; Titus 1:2). God does not change (Malachi

7
3:6). Because God is all of these things, so are His
promises. His promises are reliable, true, and
unchanging. You can depend on His promises and
you can use them with confidence when you pray.

You might want to consider doing a study of
God’s promises in order to learn them and use them.
You need to study the promises in their Scriptural
contexts so that you can learn to whom the promise
applies and what conditions are attached to it. Most
study Bibles will list promises of God. There are
Bible studies that deal exclusively with God’s
promises. An exhaustive treatment of God’s
promises is Herbert Lockyer’s “All The Promises In
The Bible.” Watch out for the promises in your
regular Bible reading, devotionals, sermons, and the
testimonies of others. As you come across these
promises, mark them in your Bible by underlining
them or by using a chosen symbol or color.

You can record these promises in your
journal or you can use “The Promises of God
Worksheet (page 8).” This worksheet has been
designed to help you know and use the promises of
God. You can make photocopies of this sheet or set
up pages in your journal according to this style if
you do not already have a way of doing this. This
worksheet can enable you to record the promises of
God and keep them gathered in one place. This
sheet has three areas to fill out. First, there is the
Scripture Reference area. This is the place where
you record the Scripture where the promise is
found. Next, there is The Promise area. In this
area, you can write out the Scripture verse or you
can summarize the promise. Finally, there is The
Conditions area. This is the space for recording

~ any conditions that are attached to the promise.

There are promises that call for certain conditions to
be met. You can record these conditions in this
area. This will give you a quick reminder of what
conditions have to be met in order to receive the
blessings of the promise.

As you record these promises in your journal
or on the worksheet, you need to meditate on these.
It also would be helpful to memorize them. As you
meditate on, and even memorize, these promises,
God will give you insight in how to apply these
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m promises to your life. He will also show you how to

use these promises in interceding for others. God
can use these promises to guide you in what to
request for yourself and for others. This will create
faith in you and power in your praying. As you use
the promises of God, it will enable you to pray in
faith and give you the confidence that you need to
persevere in prayer until you receive an answer.
They are powerful tools in prayer. Acknowledge
them! Believe them! Claim them for yourself and
for others!

‘Experiencing The Love of God

The Word of God declares that “God is
love” (1 Johmn 4:16). This truth should comfort,
strengthen, and encourage every believer. God’s
love is poured out in abundance on His people
(Romans 5:5). He loves His people with an
everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). His love is
beyond human comprehension. It is without limit.
- Ithas no end. What an amazing and glorious truth!

God’s love should be an anchor for you in
the midst of every circumstance of life. His love for
you is perfect. It has absolutely no equals. No one
can love you like God does. Yet, for many
believers, the love of God seems to be a distant
reality. These believers wonder if God loves them.
They doubt His love, feeling far away from the
Father who has adopted them and made them part of
His family. The reasons for this are various and
numerous. Some of the reasons for this are bad
relationships with parents (especially with the
father), abusive relationships, extreme wickedness
before conversion, personal failures after becoming
a Christian, or feeling unworthy of love from
anyone. The love of God is a truth that they accept
because it is in the Word of God. Yet, they have
never experienced the comfort and power of that
love in their lives.

9
The following is a list of prayer requests that
you can pray concerning this situation. You may be
the one who doubts God’s love for you. You may
wonder if God loves you. You can use these
requests to pray for yourself. At the same time, you
may know of others who are struggling with these
same doubts. You could also use this for a
person who is struggling in their relationship with
God or who has been suffering. You can use these
requests to intercede for these people. These are
suggestions to help guide you in how to pray.
Along with these Scriptural requests, ask
God to show you any hindrances in this person’s
life that is keeping him or her from experiencing the
love of God. Plead with Him to give you insight on
how to pray for this person. Call on the Holy Spirit
to guide you in your prayers for this person.

Father, You declare that You love the righteous.
Father, 1s a righteous person. He/She
has trusted in Your Son Jesus Christ. By faith,

has received the righteousness of Christ
and has been forgiven and accepted by You.
Because of these things, cause to know
and experience Your love as never before in his/her
life (Psalm 146:8).

Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, has stated in the
Word of God that You love those that love Christ
and have believed that You have sent Him. Father,
loves Jesus Christ and believes that
You sent Him to be his/her Savior and Lord.
Because of this, cause Your love to overflow in
’s life. Enable to know with
certainty that You love him/her (John 16:27).

Father, in Your Word, it says that You have set
apart the godly for Yourself. I plead that You will
cause to understand this. Enable

to know that You have set him/her
apart solely for Yourself. Let know that
You have saved him/her in order to have fellowship
with him/her and to bless him/her (Psalm 4:3).




Father, You have declared in Your Word that You
are rich in mercy. You have also said that You have
a great love for Your people. You are filled with
mercy toward Your people. You have an
abounding, unceasing love for Your people. It is
greater than we have the capacity to receive. I pray
that will experience in a fresh and
powerful way both your love and mercy. Fill

’s life with Your mercy and love.
Cause to feel and experience Your great
love as never before in his/her life (Ephesians 2:4).

Father, in Your Word, Paul prays that the Ephesian
Christians would comprehend all the aspects of
Christ’s love. He also prays that they will know the
love of Christ which goes beyond human
understanding. Since Paul was inspired by the Holy
Spirit to write this, this is Your desire for all Your
people. belongs to You. I pray that
will understand that Christ loves
him/her with all His intensity. I plead that
will experience the love of Christ
which is beyond our understanding.  Cause
to experience this love and to know
with conviction and certainty that Christ loves
him/her (Ephesians 3:18).

Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to die on
the cross as a revelation of Your love. Christ died
on the cross to show that You love
him/her. Father, Your great love for
moved You to send Christ to die for him/her. On
the basis of this, I now plead that You will enable
to have a deeper experience of Your
love. For the sake of Christ and His death on the
Cross, cause to know and experience
Your love in fresh and new ways (1 John 4:9).

Father, it is stated in Your Word that Your loving
faithfulness is better than life. 1 plead that

will come to know and experience
this. Cause your loving faithfulness to be sweeter
and better than anything in ’s life
(Psalm 63:3).
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Father, You loved so much tha

You sent Your Son Jesus Christ to die for him/her.

By this, You demonstrated Your love for

I ask You to make

know how precious and valuable
he/she is to You (John 3:16; Romans 5:8).

Lord Jesus, loves You and strives to
obey You. Lord Jesus, You have declared that
those who love You would be loved by the Father
and by Yourself. You also said that You would
reveal Yourself to the one who loves You. I ask
You to reveal Yourself and Your love to
in a powerful and clear way (John

14:21).

Father, in Your Word, You declare that You cause
Your people to rest in Your love. Your people can
experience a calm and quiet rest due to Your love. I
plead that will rest in Your love.
Cause to experience a calm and quiet
rest due to Your love for him/her (Zephaniah

3:17). \ Q

Father, in Your Word, You have declared that
nothing--death, life, angels, principalities, powers,
things present, things to come, height, depth, or any
other created thing--can separate Your people from
Your love which is through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1
ask You to show that he/she can
never be separated from Your love.  Grant
certainty and deep conviction
concerning this truth in his/her life.  Enable

to know this in his/her heart (Romans
8:38-39).

I pray that You, O Lord, would direct

’s heart into the love of God. Cause
the love of God to overflow in ’s life
(2 Thessalonians 3:5).

Father, in Your Word, You have stated that You
have bestowed Your love on Your people. Cause
-




m

to realize this and to experience this
on a daily basis (1 John 3:1).

Lord Jesus, You have loved and
washed from his/her sins in Your
own blood. Grant the peace and joy
that comes from this. Let experience
this peace and joy on a daily basis (Revelation 1:5).

Lord Jesus, You have loved and You
gave Yourself for Enable

to know and feel Your love and
acceptance. Cause to know that You
have completely dealt with his/her sins (Galatians
2:20).

Father, You have said in Your Word that we love
You because You first loved us. You loved Your
people before they loved You. Your love for Your
people is based on Your character and Your choice
to love. Cause to know that Your love
is not based on ’s merit or worthiness,
but, that it is based on Your character and choice (1
John 4:19). '

Lord Jesus, the Word of God states that You loved
Your disciples to the end. You loved them perfectly
and completely through all things. This is the way
that You act toward all those who follow You. I ask
You to let know that You will love
him/her perfectly and completely through all things.
Grant the assurance of this truth in his/her life
(John 13:1).

Father, You declare in Your Word that though a
believer is forsaken by family and friends, You will
still receive him or her. You will love Your
people when no one else will. Cause

to know with certainty that You love
him/her and that You will not forsake him/her
(Psalm 27:1).
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New Prayer Products

From The Prayer Closet
Ministries, Inc.

The goal of The Prayer Closet Ministries,
Inc. is to help believers deepen and strengthen their
prayer lives. With this in mind, we are striving to
develop products and materials that will help you do
this. One of our new products is “The Prayer
Ring”. This is a key ring containing business-size
cards. There are prayers printed on both sides of
these cards. This is designed to help you focus on a
specific area and allows you to carry it anywhere
and utilize your time for prayer. We currently have
two prayer rings available: Praying For Your
Pastor and Preparing For Revival.

Another product that we have is The Prayer
Conditioner. The Prayer Conditioner is designed
to help a believer develop consistency in prayer.
The Prayer Conditioner is a sheet with a place to
record specific requests for each day of the week. It
will allow the believer the opportunity to cover
many prayer concerns during a week without
getting bogged-down. This would be a good tool
for teaching children how to pray. The Prayer
Conditioner is available in both adult and
children’s versions.

If you are interested in receiving these
products, please contact us at The Prayer Closet
Ministries, Inc.

Also, should you know of someone you
would like to receive these newsletters, we will
be happy to add their names to our mailing list.
There may be one or more issues you would
like to have a person receive. We will be happy
to send these for you. Send us your request
along with their names and addresses and we
will respond accordingly.



The Beloved Unbeliever Network is a network of intercessors who

pray for believers who have spouses that are not Christians. This network

of intercessors pray daily for believers who are in this situation. These
intercessors have been trained and are committed to praying for believers
who find themselves in this type of marriage. If you would like to be
added to this prayer list or if you know of someone who is in this
situation and would like to place them on this prayer list, please contact
Dr. Kevin Meador. Please provide the following information:

Name of the family members
Church affiliation
Any special requests

Any information that is submitted will be kept in strict confidence
and the privacy of the individuals will be protected. Name codes will be
given to each name submitted. The person sending in the name and
myself will be the only ones who know the real name of the person being
submitted.

THE PRAYER CLOSET
Dr. Kevin Meador

595 Stratton Road
Decatur, MS 39327
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